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What Is ESG ? Think ESG Has Nothing to Do with Designers?

Semiflor Al News | Al Transcript

Today, | want to | want to speak directly to designers about a term that's showing up more
and more in our design industry: ESG. Now, if your first thought is, “Isn’t that something the
boss or the sustainability team should worry about? I'm focused on designing, drawing,
picking materials”,you're not alone. ESG can sound like a corporate thing, far removed
from daily design decisions.

But in fact, ESG has much more to do with you our designers than you might think,
especially when it comes to material selection. Every space we design, every material we
specify, every decision we make on a project. These can all influence a company’s ESG
performance. In fact, your work might even be featured in their next sustainability report.

ESG stands for Environmental, Social, and Governance. But it's not just three letters, and it’s
not just a reporting framework. ESG is really about answering a deeper question: Are the
choices we make today responsible for the future?

When we design a space, this question becomes real. It shows up in the details we choose
every day. What's the carbon footprint of this flooring? Will this material impact the user’s
health in the long rune Can this construction method reduce future demolition waste?
These may seem like small considerations, but they can turn into some of the company’s
most meaningful ESG actions.

So if you're thinking, "ESG is huge. Where do | even starte”My answer is simple: Start with
what you already know best, materials.

Take a closer look at the flooring, wall, and ceiling finishes you're specifying. Do they carry
sustainability certifications like the Green Building Label, FloorScore, EPD, HPD, or Green
Label Plus? These labels aren’t just about compliance. They're a way of saying:"l didn’t just
pick what looks good. | picked what's right for people and the planet.”

Worried this info is hard to get? It's not. Starting foday, try asking your suppliers:
Does this material contribute to WELL or LEED credits?
Does it have a carbon footprint value, or a health declaration that supports ESG disclosure?

The more you start using this information, the more you'll build your own sustainable
materials library. Your proposals will become richer, more thoughtful, and more aligned with
the values clients are starting to care about.

Soon, when clients ask why you chose a certain product, you won't just talk about color or
texture, you'll be able to talk about purpose.

So if you've recently started asking yourself, *Can | make just a few more choices in my
designs that are better for people and the planet?2” Congratulations! you're already on the
path of ESG.
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